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SUBJECT: WORSENED CONDITION OF CZECHOSLOVAK PRESIDENT S HEALTH 

1. RUDE PRAVO AUGUST 16 REPORTED THAT PRESIDENT SVOBODA, 

WHO NOW AT MAIN MILITARY HOSPITAL IN PRAGUE, IS BEING TREATED 
BY MEDICAL TEAM ADMINISTERING INTENSIVE MEDICAL CARE INCLUD- 
ING OXYGEN. TREATMENT REPORTED AS ARISING FROM COMPLICATIONS 
BUT OUTLOOK OPTIMISTIC BASED ON TENDENCY FOR PRESIDENT'S 
CONDITION TO IMPROVE. 

2. DEPARTMENT WILL RECOGNIZE THAT WE ARE 

HEARING A GREAT MANY RUMORS, IN VARIOUS VEINS, ABOUT OUT- 
LOOK FOR SVOBODA. IN CONTRAST TO FAIRLY OPTIMISTIC REPORT IN 
PRAGUE 1915, ANOTHER MFA OFFICIAL SAID AUGUST 15 HE HAD 
HEARD FROM PARTY CONTACTS THAT SVOBODA'S CONDITION 
WAS EXTREMELY SERIOUS, THAT HE APPEARED MORIBUND MOST OF 
TIME BUT HAD SPELLS OF CONSCIOUSNESS PART OF EACH DAY. MANY 
PEOPLE CONTINUE TO SAY THAT HE IS IN QUITE BAD CONDITION. 

KEPT ALIVE ONLY BE EXTREMELY STRONG HEART AND EXTRAORDINARY 
MEDICAL MEASURES. GIVEN THE MAN'S AGE AND LENGTH OF HIS 
ILLNESS, IT IS OBVIOUS THAT HE IS IN DANGER OF DEATH FROM 
DAY TO DAY, BUT PROBABLY NO ONE CAN SAY WITH ANY ASSURANCE 
WHEN HIS DAY MIGHT COME. 
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